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November 18, 2013

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write today due to the ongoing discussion between the United States and
Afghanistan regarding a 10-year Bilateral Security Agreement to allow our troops to
remain overseas beyond 2014. Multiple news organizations have reported that talks on
the agreement have stalled because of the unwillingness of the Afghan government to
allow the American military to search Afghan homes.

Mr. President, this agreement will force the United States to continue paying
trillions of tax dollars to support Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s corrupt government.
This is unacceptable, particularly at a time when the national debt is an astonishing 17
trillion dollars and we have been forced to make deep budget cuts at home. More
importantly, allowing our troops to remain in Afghanistan exposes them to considerable
danger and risks the loss of additional American lives — all without the approval of
Congress. At the very least, a vote should be allowed to ensure that Congress exercises
its constitutional responsibility of oversight of the expenditure of taxpayer money.

Considering these points, | implore you to reconsider the Bilateral Security
Agreement and prevent both the loss of precious American lives and the waste, fraud, and
abuse of American money overseas.

Sincerely,
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Walter B. Jones
Member of Congress




