COMPARISON OF THE EXISTING WAR POWERS RESOLUTION AND THE CONSTITUTIONAL WAR POWERS RESOLUTION
Existing War Powers Resolution         

Constitutional War Powers Resolution

	Permitted types of short-term deployments into hostilities without congressional action:


	No limitations on the President.


	ONLY to: repel and retaliate for an attack on U.S., repel an attack on U.S. troops, and protect and evacuate U.S. citizens. Also, no federal funding may be used for any other initiation of hostilities.

	Length of deployment permitted without congressional approval:
	60 days after deployment of U.S. forces “into hostilities or into situations where imminent involvement in hostilities is clearly indicated by the circumstances,” with a 30 day extension to remove troops. 
	30 days after “the initiation of hostilities” by U.S. forces.  There are NO extensions, but funds may be used to complete the removal of U.S. forces.

	Required presidential consultation and reporting:
	President consults with “Congress” prior to any introduction of troops, and within 48 hours submits a report justifying the introduction and estimating its “scope and duration.”
	President convenes an “Executive-Legislative Consultative Group” prior to any introduction of troops, consisting of at least the President, senior executive branch officials, and the six top Senate and House leaders.  Within 48 hours, the President must submit a report with  justification, scope, and duration AND the estimated cost (including reconstruction), the forces and materiel involved, the impact on U.S. diplomacy, and “a detailed assessment of post-hostilities scenarios,  including the size of military forces and the duration of deployment necessitated under each alternative scenario.”

	Method of congressional consideration:
	Joint resolution of approval under expedited procedures that guarantee a vote by both Houses on the President’s request within 60 days; concurrent resolution of disapproval to force removal of troops under expedited procedures. (The concurrent resolution’s constitutionality has been called into question by the 1983 Supreme Court “Chadha” decision, which held that policy can be made only by a law, not a solely congressional action.)
	Joint resolution of approval under expedited procedures guaranteeing a vote on the President’s request within 30 days.  Concurrent resolution of disapproval NOT included.

	Standing of Members of Congress to force compliance:
	No mention of this issue, and the Courts have held that Members lack standing.
	Members are given automatic standing in U.S. District Court, DC.


NOTE: According to the Congressional Research Service, out of 121 deployments into hostilities acknowledged by the Executive Branch “consistent with” the War Powers Resolution, the 60-day clock was triggered “pursuant to” it just once by the President (Cambodian rescue, 1975) and once by the Congress (Lebanon, 1983).  (Source: CRS Report for Congress: The War Powers Resolution: After Thirty-Three Years, May 1, 2007, by Richard F. Grimmett) 
