WALTER B. JONES DISTRICT OFFICE:

3D DisTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA 1‘2:;&53:0;21'25722215
(252) 931-1003
RAYB! toust oo (800) 351-1697
URN House OFFICE BUILDING @ f b w 4 9 -
, DC
Teomone, 302 235.3475 ongress of the United States
Commrress: PHouse of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES MWaghington, BE 20515-3303

April 22,2008

The Honorable Donald Winter
Secretary of the Navy

1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350-1000

Dear Secretary Winter:

As you know, for at least a decade I have publicly encouraged the Navy to consider a site
for a new Outlying Landing Field (OLF) at or near Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, North
Carolina. Also, I have long opposed a site in northeastern North Carolina. Previous efforts by
the Navy to build an OLF in Washington County were unproductive and the same mistakes do
not need to be repeated.

Accordingly, I am writing to formally ask you to remove the Hale’s Lake Site, located in
North Carolina’s Camden and Currituck counties, from consideration for an OLF to support
Carrier Air Wing Aircraft at Naval Air Station Oceana and Naval Station Norfolk, Virginia.
Although I recognize the importance of a new OLF to provide year-round capacity to support
field carrier landing practice training requirements, an OLF is not needed to support operations
of Super Hornet squadrons to be stationed at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point.

Local opposition to the proposed site is overwhelming. Local officials, groups and
citizens have voiced their concerns and I believe they are valid. The economic development of
Camden and Currituck counties is significantly hampered by the consideration of this site for an
OLF. Camden County would be forced to sacrifice valuable farmland from the tax roster and
future economic losses are anticipated by the county. Furthermore, hosting an OLF would cause
these counties to lose the attractiveness of the area’s quality of life and would prevent them from
developing in a manner compatible with their long-range plans.

I commend the Navy for its effort to find a suitable location for its requirements.
However, I do not believe American taxpayers’ money should be spent on a study of this site. 1
respectfully urge you to remove the Hale’s Lake Site from consideration. Thank you for your
consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

Walter B. Jorles
Member of Congress

cc: Governor Mike Easley



